534                      Honor e de Balzac.
[1S39
rupted by a superior power, I can write you to my heart's content, for it is very long since I have been with you. Alas 1 I have had so much to do. Les Jardies have "cost rne many wakeful nights. But we won't speak of that.
Well, as M. de Talleyrand used to say, foresee griefs and you are sure to be a prophet.    No more trip to the banks of the Rhine!    However, for oue piece of bad news I will give you a good piece.    If the Chamber of Deputies votes our law on literary property I shall doubtless have to go to Saint Petersburg, and I shall return through the Ukraine.   But in any case, clear of clears, my first journey will be to you.    So long as Les Jardies are not in order I cannot travel; it would be too great a folly, it would  be ruin.    Happily my accident has happened just as I had finished " Un Grand hornme de Province a- Paris."    Otherwise, I don't know what would have become of me with my publishers.
M. de Custine is not going to Russia; only as far as Berlin. So I took your precious manuscript out of its hiding-place for nothing.
During the two days that I have been in bed a rage, a veritable rage, possesses rne to see you.   Every time that I am alone, that I re-enter myself, that my brain   is cleared, that I am with my heart, it is always so.    Your letter distressed me.    It came when I was iu the midst of those sweet reveries that are my elysium, and I thought your letter cold, ceremonious, religious.    I hated you for two days.    I hid that letter; it put me out of temper. You say in it that you are my old friend.   If that is so, learn that I have loved you only since yesterday.    Treat me with more coquetry.   When have you received a letter without an autograph?   Know, countess, that out of your eleven million friends in France and other countries there is not half a million who would have perpetuated   that little  attention;   it   shows  a perennial  affection   -which proves that my friendship is still in its spring.   Were yourejected it from                            ' |
